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401 AUDUBON BLVD. SUITE 103B 
LAFAYETTE, LA 70503 

J. L. SONNIER 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

INDEPENDENT AUDITO R 'S REPO RT 

Board of Directors 
Fifteenth Judicial D istrict 
Indigent Defender Board 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

(337) 235-8188 
FAX: (337) 235-0913 
RES.: (337) 98,*-5928 

I have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statem ents of the Fifteenth Judicial 
District Indigent Defender Board, a com ponent unit of the Lafayette City/Parish Consolidated 
Governm ent, as of and for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 2002, as listed in the table of contents. 
These general purp ose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Fifteenth Judicial District 
Indigent D efender Board's m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
general purp ose financial statem ents based on my audit. 

I conducted my audit in accordance with  auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of Am erica and the stan dards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by th e Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards 
require that I plan an d perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
general purp ose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes 
exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts an d disclosures in the general 
purp ose financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used 
and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose 
financial statem ent presentation. I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my 
opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general purp ose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, th e financial position of th e Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender 
Boar d, a component unit of th e Lafayette City/Parish Consolidated Govern m ent, as of Decem ber 
31, 2002 and the results of its operations for th e year  th en ended in conform ity with  accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of Am erica. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, I have also issued a report dated February 
18, 2003 on my consideration of the Board's internal control over financial reporting and my 
tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts an d grants. That 
report is an integr al part of an audit perform ed in accordance with Government Auditing 
Standards and should be read in conjunction with this report in considering the results of my 
audit. 

February 18, 2003 



FIFTE EN TH  JU D ICIA L D ISTR ICT IN D IG ENT D EFEN D ER BO AR D 

CO M BIN ED  BA LA N CE SH EET - A LL FU N D TYPES AN D A CCO U NT G R O U PS 
D ecem ber 31, 2002 

A SSETS 
Cash 
Due from other governm ents - 
Court costs and bond 
forfeits receivable 

Equipment 
Prepaid insurance 
Total assets 

LIABILITIES AN D 
FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
Payroll taxes payable 
Total liabilities 

Fund equity: 
Investm ent in general 
fixed assets 
Fund balance - 
U nreserved, undesignated 

Total fund equity 

Total liabilities and fund equity 

See N otes to Financial Statem ents 

G eneral 
Fund 

48,353 

95,351 

G eneral 
Fixed A ssets 
A ccount 
G roup 

77,789 

Totals 

(Memorandum 
Only) 

2,002 2001 

48,353 4,052 

95,351 
77,789 

143,704 77,789 221,493 

2,397 
410 

2,807 

140,897 
140,897 

143.704 

2,397 
410 

2,807 

77,789 77,789 

77.789 
140,897 
218,686 

99,498 
77,498 

861 

46,145 
1,347 

47.492 

77,498 

56,919 
134.417 

77,789 221,493 181,909 



FIF FEENTH  JU D ICIAL D ISTRICT IND IG ENT D EFEND ER BOA RD  

STA TEM ENT O F REVENU E S, EXPEND ITU RES, A ND  CH ANG ES IN 
FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND 

Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2002 
W ith Com parative Actual Am ounts for Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2001 

R evenues: 
Intergovem m ental revenues 
Court costs and bond forfeitures 
District A ssistance Fund - 
Louisiana ID B 

Fees - partially indigent 
M iscellaneous revenues 
Interest 
Other 

Total revenues 
Expenditures: 
Current - general government 
Salaries, retainers and 
related benefits 
Professional services 
O ffice and adm inistrative 
Insurance 
Capital outlays - equipm ent 
Total expenditures 
Excess (deficiency) of 
revenues over expenditures 

Fund balance, beginning 

2002 

Budget 

1,055,500 

252,000 
135,500 

1,200 

1,444,200 

1,263,375 
70,000 
54,700 
19,250 
2,500 

1.409.825 

A ctual 

V ariance- 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

1,030,544 (24,956) 

252,334 334 
146,745 11245 

1,385 185 

1,431,008 (13,192) 

1,239,413 
33,140 
54,362 
19,823 
292 

1,347,030 

34,375 83,978 

56,919 56,919 

23,962 
36,860 
338 

(573) 
2,208 

62,795 

49,603 

2001 
A ctual 

1,089,635 

270,112 
129,069 

1,634 
7OO 

1.491.150 

1,436,620 
77,187 
50,391 
25,977 
10,763 

1,600,938 

(109,788) 

166,707 

Fund balance, ending 91,294 140,897 49,603 56~919 

See Notes to Financial Statem ents. 



FIFTEENTH  JUDICIA L DISTR ICT INDIG ENT DEFENDER BOARD 
NO TES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Decem ber 31, 2002 

1. SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT ACCO UNTIN G  PO LICIES 

The following is a summ ary of certain significant accounting policies 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. The ability of the prim ary governm ent to impose its will on that organization and/or 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose 
specific financial burdens on the prim ary govern m ent. 

2. Organizati6ns for which the primary government does not appoint a voting majority but 
are fiscally dependent on th e prim ary governm ent. 

3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents would be m isleading 
if data of the organization is not included because of th e nature or significance of the 
relationship. 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

significance of the relationship between the district court and the prim ary governm ent is such 
th at exclusion from  the prim ary governm ent's financial statem ents w ould render th e financial 
statem ents incom plete or m isleading. For th ese reasons, indigent defender boards are 
considered com ponent units of the prim ary governm ent. The Fifteenth Judicial District 
Indigent Defender Board is comprised of the parishes of Acadia, Lafayette and V erm illion. 
It was determined to be a com ponent unit of th e Lafayette City/Parish Consolidated 
Governm ent based on revenues received from  and support provided by each parish's court 
system s. The accompanying finan cial statem ents present inform ation only on the funds 
m aintained by the Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board. 

The accounts of th e Board are organized on th e basis of fu nds  an d account groups, each of 
which is considered a separate accounting entity. Th e operations of a fu nd are accounted for 
with a separate set of self-balan cing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fu nd equity , 
revenues, and expenditures, or expenses, as appropriate. Th e General Fund is the operating 
fu nd of the boar d. It is used to account for all financial resources not accounted for in the 
General Fixed A ssets Account Group. 

The accounting and rep orting treatm ent applied to th e fixed assets and long-term  liabilities 
associated with  a fu nd ar e determ ined by its m easurem ent focus. 

The General Fund operations are accounted for on a spending or "finan cial flow" 
m easurem ent focus, and only current assets an d current liabilities are generally included on 
its balance sheet. 

Fixed assets are accounted for in th e General Fixed Assets Account Group an d ar e recorded 
as expenditures in the General Fund when purchas ed. No depreciation has been provided on 
general fixed assets. 

All fixed assets are stated at historical cost. 

Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditu res or expenses are recogn ized in 
th e accounts an d reported in the finan cial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to th e 
timing of th e m easurem ents m ade, regardless of th e m easurem ent focus applied. 

Th e General Fund is accounted for using th e m odified accrual basis of accounting. Its 
reven ues are recogn ized when they become measurable an d available (within 60 days) as net 
current assets. Expenditures ar e generally recogn ized when th e related fund liability is 
incurred. 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

The Board follow s these procedures in establishing the annual budget: 

The chief public defender prepares a proposed budget and subm its it to the m em bers of 
the board of directors for th eir approval prior to the beginning of each year . 

Budgetary am endm ents involving an increase in attorney retainers, salaries, capital 
expenditures, or an increase in total expenditu res require the approval of the board of 
directors. 

A ll budgetary  appropriations lapse at the end of each fiscal year 

Tntal C olum n on C om bined Statem en 

Th e total column on th e combined balance sheet is captioned "M em orandum Only" to 
indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. D ata in this colum n does not 
present finan cial position in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
N either is such data com parable to a consolidation. 

Dollar Signs 

All num eric data in the financial statem ents an d accompanying notes are presented in U .S. 
dollars. Dollar signs have been om itted. 

2. BAN K  DEPO SITS AND INV E STM ENTS 

At December 31, 2002, bank deposits w ere insured by the FDIC 

3. CO URT CO STS AND BOND FO RFEITURES RECEIVABLE 

This is the aggregate am ount due from the various courts and district attorn ey offices of the 
Fifteenth  Judicial District for court costs collected and bonds forfeited in 2002 and not 
rem itted as of D ecem ber 31. 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

4. CH AN G ES IN G ENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

General fixed assets is comprised of offi ce furniture and equipm ent. The following is a 
summ ary of changes in the general fixed assets account group during 2002. 

Balance, D ecem ber 31, 2001 
Additions 
Retirem ents 
Balan ce, Decem ber 31, 2002 

5. RETIREM ENT SY STEM  

77,498 
291 

The Board offers its employees a deferred compensation plan created in accordance with 
Internal Revenue Code (IRC) Section 457. The plan, 15th Judicial District Public Defenders 
Deferred Compensation Program (457), is administered byNationwide Retirement Solutions. 
The plan, available to all Board em ployees, perm its deferral of a portion of com pensation 
until fu ture years. The deferred com pensation is not available to employees until termination, 
retirem ent, death, or unforeseeable em ergency. The Board m ay contribute to each 
participating em ployee account. For the year  ended D ecem ber 31, 2002 the Boar d's total 
contributions were-0- an d employee deferrals totaled 732. Total employer contributions an d 
participan t deferrals m ay not exceed th e lesser of 7,500 or 33 1/3% of th e employee's 
compensation. 

All am ounts of com pensation deferred under the plan, all property and fights purchased with 
those amounts, an d all income attributable to those amounts, property, or rights are (until 
paid or made available to the employee or other beneficiary) held in a trust, custodial account 
or annuity contract described in IRC 457 (g) for the exclusive benefit of the participants and 
th eir beneficiaries. 

Th e fair m arket value of th e deferred compensation plan assets at December 31
, 2002 was 

3,379. 

6. CO M PENSATED ABSENCES 

No accrual has been m ade for vacation or sick pay because unused vacation an d sick days 
are not available to be carried forward or subject to extra pay if unused. 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

7. RECLA SSIFICA TIO N O F PR IO R YEA R AM O UNTS 

Certain am ounts reported in the prior year have been reclassified for comparative purposes 
with current year am ounts. 

8. RI SK  M ANA G EM ENT 

9. BO ARD M EM BER  CO M PEN SATIO N 

The m embers of the board of directors of th e Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender 
Board serve on a voluntary basis and receive no form  of compensation for th ose duties. 

10. NEW  RE PO RTIN G  STAN DAR D 



401 AUDUDON BLVD. SUITE I03B 
LAFAYETTE, LA 70503 

J. L. SONNIER 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

(337) 235-8188 
FAX: (337) 235-0913 
RES.: (337) 984-5928 

REPO RT O N CO M PLIA N CE AN D O N INTERN AL C O NTRO L 
OVER FINAN CIAL REPORTIN G BASED ON AN A UDIT O F FINAN CIA L 

STATEM ENTS PERFO RM ED IN ACCO RDANCE W ITH 
GO VERNM EN T A UDITIN G STANDARDS 

Board of D irectors 
Fifteenth Judicial D istrict 
Indigent D efender Board 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

haternal Control O ver Financial Reoortin~ 
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FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 

Schedule of Prior and Current A udit Findings and 
M anagem ent's Corrective A ction Plan 

Year Ended Decem ber 31, 2002 

I. Prior Year Findings: 

Com pliance 

There are no findings that are required to be reported under the above 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 

Inadequate Segregation of Accounting Functions 

Finding: 
Due to the sm all num ber of em ployees, the District did not have adequate segr egation of 
functions within the accounting system . 

Status: 
Unresolved. See item  02-1. 

II. Current Year Findings and M anagem ent's Corrective A ction Plan: 

Com pliance 

There are no findings that are required to be reported under the above 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 

Item  02-1 - Inadequate Segregation of A ccounting Functions 

Finding: 
Due to th e sm all num ber of employees, the District did not have adequate segregation of 
fu nctions within the accounting system . 

M anagem ent's corrective action plan: 
M anagem ent has determ ined that it is not cost effective to achieve com plete segr egation of 
duties w ithin the accounting departm ent. No plan is considered necessary. 


